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                                                      An early photo of Bradworthy Square  
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An introduction from Bradworthy Parish Councillors & NP Steering Group members, September 2018. 
 
 
Dear Parishioner,                                                   
 
Thank you for your time and many contributions that have helped prepare the Bradworthy Neighbourhood Plan. It has been a long process. 
 
This plan will help create the future of the Parish that we live in. I am proud of the commitment that the Steering Group members have shown 
in progressing this plan to the submission stage. 
 
The Government has revised the approach to planning and the aim is to give local people more say about what happens in their 
neighbourhood. North Devon and Torridge have been embarking on their own Local Plan at the same time as we have been working on ours. 
At times this has led to things taking longer for us but now that it is complete YOU finally have the opportunity to decide whether or not 
this neighbourhood plan is adopted by voting at a local referendum. 
 
It is stated throughout that the Plan cannot stop progress. That is not the aim, but by listening to your views it has hopefully embraced the 
unique qualities that Bradworthy has to offer and will help preserve them. Not all suggestions can develop into a planning policy and any that 
are strongly supported have been drawn into a separate óambitionô list with potential ways of making them a reality. 
 
The community has shown many views throughout this process and over the last three years the group have listened and created. What came 
across strongly is that you love living in Bradworthy and you want to support necessary growth yet preserve the natural environment, build and 
improve on community facilities and enhance transport links. Employment opportunities and housing for young and old are important to you. 
You want to prevent ad hoc developments and safeguard Bradworthy village and parish for future generations. 
 
Hopefully you will now support the plan that you shaped. 
 
My special thanks to the steering group members for all their hard work producing this plan and all other members of the community who 
responded, contributed and aided the process. There are too many to mention. 
 
This plan is our future. 
 
Daphne Nicholls, Bradworthy Parish Council. 
 
To see how Bradworthy Neighbourhood Plan has evolved, see the original Questionnaire sent to the parish and look at the results gathered, 
please visit www.bradworthy.org 
 
If you need to contact a member of Bradworthy Parish Council please email:- 
bradworthyparishclerk@gmail.com                       
 

            
 

 
                                                          Lane alongside Bradworthy Moor 
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Tell me about BRADWORTHYéé.é 

 
Ask people about Bradworthy and a few things will always come to mind:- the biggest village square in the South West; the first commercial 
wind farm in Devon; Martins homeware; Wades furniture store; and óHorniwinksô, the local name for peewits and people of Bradworthy born 
and bred. The bustling community has included some hugely colourful characters - tales of black dogs that roam in the dark, galloping horse 
hooves, ghostly horses and underground passages!  
 
In tough times people have always worked and pulled together to come through events like Polio and War. A strong, reliable, robust people 
thatôs how the Horniwinks of Bradworthy are described - ñThey breed them strong around here.ôô 
 
Itôs a vibrant community that continues to be a self-sufficient village, with services and shops that continue to thrive. 
 
ñ Community spirit. A good range of shops and services. Garage with petrol. A safe environment.ò 
 
Agriculture has always been its main occupation. The remains of medieval strip fields can still be traced on Google Earth and they highlight the 
landscape with rich patterns alongside the distinctive hedgerows and trees leaning away from the dominant Westerly winds.  
 
Some small farms have grown and are amongst the major employers. Tractors and livestock continue to be a prevalent part of the 
environment. Tourism has gradually been developing with holiday accommodation providing places for visitors to enjoy the idyllic rural 
tranquillity of Bradworthy. Tradesmen cover all areas needed by the community. New businesses like Seiche who specialise in the design, 
development and manufacture of underwater acoustic and advanced visual detection systems have the largest workforce. 
Employment opportunities have gradually expanded alongside agriculture and the development of technology. 
 
There are 1,100 residents of all ages. Some  have lived in the parish all their lives, others have married into local families or arrived to take on 
new employment and many have moved here to enjoy the rural surroundings and community life.  
 
Old and new, sit side by side. Silent partners who need to grow together, expand but enhance, neither one dominant. There can be pressure 
for change, hopefully changes will be positive for the communityé..é 
 
Feedback from the 2016 questionnaire received both positive and negative comments:- 
 
ñ Quiet idyllic environment.ò 
ñ Tranquillity + beautiful countryside.ò 
ñ Itôs quiet and peaceful with a very low crime rate.ò 
   ANDéé.. 
ñ Mud on the road and muck from farm vehicles.ò 
ñ Too many large vehicles and tractors.ò 
ñ Smells from muck spreading and flies.ò 
 
Change clearly needs a balanced approach. Old and new need to cooperate together - óIncomers, Outgoers, Blow Ins, Blow Outs.ô People 
need each other through good times and bad times. 
They also need schools, health services, houses, transport, jobs, leisure opportunities and tranquillity to maintain this vibrant community. 
Change will happen and as long as everybody works together change can be positive. How Bradworthy continues to thrive needs 
consideration and moderation if it is to remain unique. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                
 
 

St. Peterõs Well     
                                                                                                                              Beech tree lined road to Berridon  
 
 
Bradworthyôs Past  

Bradworthy, formerly Bradfardisworthy, is a Saxon village, existing since around 700AD. The name means broad enclosure. The word óbroadô 
is still used for The Broad Hill to the North of the village square.The word óworthyô means enclosure or homestead and there are numerous 
farms in the area with óworthyô in their name. In addition to Bradworthy itself, there are seven other farms within the present parish which were 
Saxon manors recorded in the Domesday Book. 

After 1066, the Manor of Bradworthy was given to Torre Abbey who used the land for raising horses which is where the name Horsehill comes 
from, adjoining one side of Bradworthy Moor. After the Dissolution of the Monastaries, the Manor was broken up and sold to various 
landowners. This means there is no óBig Houseô and óSquireô as so many villages have. The title of Lord of the Manor as custodian of the 
manor lands -The Square, the Broadhill and the Moor - is now held by Bradworthy Parish Council. 

The Grade Two listed  Anglican Church is of early Norman origin and was first dedicated to St. Peter hence the naming of St. Peterswell Lane 
leading to St. Peterôs Well. The church has survived lightning and fire with much rebuilding over the centuries and the tower being added in 
1500. Now the church is dedicated to St. John the Baptist. 

Fields called Froggy Marsh, Rushy Meadow and West Pennygrew Marsh tell you itôs a wet area, as does the old saying that ñyou need an 
extra pair of laces in Bradôry!ò 
 

                                                                              
 
                                                                Broad Hill, lower village. 

 
 
The Broad Hill was formerly used by the cottagers for stacking their wood faggots and for their clothes lines. 
The copper beech tree was planted to commemorate the coronation of King George VI in 1937. 
Two cherry trees were planted on the Broad Hill to commemorate the Coronation in 1953. 
It was cleaned up, levelled and re-seeded in 1966 to commemorate the death of Sir Winston Churchill. 



 

 

 
 

 
                                                                            The Square in the 1960s 
 
 
 
                                The Square has been the centre of the village for over 1,000 years. It is described as the townes-place in old deeds and 
remains the largest village square in the West country. It was tarmacked in the late 1930s but was once a grassy green.  

The old part of the Inn is of an early date and might have been the old Church House. 
 
 
                                                An early map of Bradworthy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Thanks to some Bradworthy born and bred people still living, we have a wonderful primary source of local history. Below is a photograph of 
Walter Dayman, one of the older residents who was 94 in June 2018. He shared his memories in 2017 with Beaford Arts who are compiling 
Devon historical photographs and interviews to bring the past alive. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                               Walter Dayman, 94, June 2018. 

 
                Four of Walter Dayman ôs family are in the photo of haymaking at Lympscott 1914-15 (Beaford Archive)     
                                       
 
 

                                                                           Early  postcards  of  Bradworthy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                    
 



 

 

                              
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                               A view  of  Bradw orthy  through  the eyes of  pupils  at Bradworthy  Primary  Academy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
                        Lambing  time.                                   Music  at Bradworthy  Inn.                   Horses  are often  passing  byé. 
              
           

                                                         Snapshots of Bradworthy. 

 
 

A unique, rural, North Devon village, self-contained and  productive, providing services  for parishioners and  people travelling from near and 
far who seek the personal services offered in a village community surrounded by an agricultural landscape. 
 
A large village square surrounded by family-run businesses. Third generation businesses working alongside new ventures. A busy industrial 
estate within walking distance of the village square. Small businesses run from family homes.  
  
What is on offer? A hardware store, furniture shop, carpet shop, garden machinery, double glazing, plumbers, builders, electricians, groceries,  
vets, garages, butcher shop, post office, surgery, school, church, chapel and taxis but a limited bus service. 
  
Leisure facilities are offered by The Bradworthy Inn, the Social Club, a large village hall, playing field and the bowling club.  
 
A village overlooking its own rural parish landscapes, Bradworthy Moor, hedgerows, fields, Tamar  Lakes ,views to Exmoor, Dartmoor and 
Bodmin Moor. Narrow lanes, five miles to a main road and travel needed to be in a town of any size. 
 
Making its own entertainment - quiz nights, discos, cider and pasty walk, a big August carnival, performances, gigs, jumble sales, an arts 
festival and other fundraising events bring the community together. 
 

 
                                                         
 
 
 
 

                                                         
                                            Pastures for sheep and cattle surround the village 

 
 
                     
                     



 

 

                             The Map of the designated Bradworthy Neighbourhood Plan Area 
 

In November 2015 an application was made by BPC to the TDC Local Planning Authority for Designation of a Bradworthy 
Neighbourhood Plan Area which covered the complete parish of Bradworthy. On 3rd March 2016 - TDC confirmed the Designation 
and the map is shown below. 

                         
                            



 

 

                          What is neighbourhood planning? 
 

 Information from the governmentéé 
 
ñNeighbourhood planning is a new way for communities to decide the future of the places where they live and work.  
They will be able to:-           
 

Å choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built           

Å have their say on what those new buildings should look like and what infrastructure should be provided          

Å grant planning permission for the new buildings they want to see go ahead 
 

The government has introduced the community to the right to do neighbourhood planning through the Localism Act.ò 
 

               
        Why does neighbourhood planning matter? 

 
ñThe planning system helps decide what gets built, where and when. It is essential for supporting economic growth, improving 
peopleôs quality of life, and protecting the natural environment. 
 
 
In theory, planning was always supposed to give local communities a say in decisions that affect them. But in practice, communities 
have often found it hard to have a meaningful say. The government wants to put power back in the hands of local residents, 
employees and business, councils and civic leaders - those who know best the needs of their local areas. 
 
 
Neighbourhood planning is optional, not compulsory. No one has to do it, if they donôt want to. But we think that lots of people will 
want to take the opportunity, to influence the future of the place where they live or work.ò 

 
 
               For more information please see www.gov.uk 

 

                                                            
 

 

 
                                                        
                                                           Painting of The Square by John Wonnacott  
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            Why have a Neighbourhood Plan for Bradworthy?  What can it do for us? 
 
                                        
                                             ñ Bradworthy is such a lovely Village! It would be a shame if it  became too big!ò 
 

 
The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) process began with just five questions delivered to all houses in the Parish in April 2016. It always needed to be  
 
a NP that reflected the communityôs aspirations, being simple and yet comprehensive enough, so that everyone involved could take  
 
responsibility to achieve the planôs objectives.  
 
 
As the results came in and were developed further it became obvious that Bradworthy could benefit hugely from asking further questions,  
 
listening and then producing a NP that reflected the Parish viewed, as a Parishioner or observer would want to perceive it, friendly, industrious  
 
and safe. 
 
 
Responses to the five questions highlighted areas where improvement was necessary, changes that could help it remain a vibrant community  
 
and also enhance the many positives unique to Bradworthy. The geographical setting of Bradworthy is both a constraint because it is relatively  
 
isolated, and an opportunity, because it has retained its character and services. People use the services rather than travel to other towns.  
 
Rural industries continue alongside newer ones, bolstered by the tranquil open spaces, the proximity to the coastal areas, the Moors and  
 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty whichTourism promotes. 
 
 
Areas for concern are probably not the same as in most rural villages. Bradworthy could actually suffer from its uniqueness, the same self- 
 
contained wholeness could easily lead to overdevelopment that would put pressure on services such as the school or doctorsô surgery.  
 
However no development and no change could turn this vibrant village into a place people drive through to reach the services and facilities  
 
they need. 
 
 
Due to central government needing to provide enough housing, Bradworthy is under siege. Overdevelopment of housing is a real threat here  
 
as it is in all major settlements of Torridge. Bradworthy is classed by Torridge District Council as a óLocal Centreô mainly due to its many  
 
services which make it self- reliant, self-sufficient. More houses mean more people who need space at the surgery, room at the school,  
 
employment opportunities and more of the already non-existent public transport.  
 
 
The NP for Bradworthy canôt make everything óTickety Booô overnight but it can identify the needs and priorities of local residents and give  
 
them a greater voice on the quality and contribution of all new local development within the Parish. Itôs not a tool to stop development but  
 
rather one to enhance and guide it so  the community is a place where people want to live and work, not just now but in the future too. 
 
 
                          

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Five questions were sent to all households in the parish in April 2016 
 

A letter was sent to all parishioners who were asked to answer the 5 questions below and say if they would be interested in becoming involved 
in the Planning Group. 

ñBradworthy Parish Council has decided to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan. A NP is about promoting and improving the social, economic and 
environmental well being of the area.  It is not about stopping development but making sure that future projects and developments are in the 
right area, in other words where we as a Parish want them. This should allow Bradworthy greater control over future development.ò 

1.What is good about Bradworthy? 

2. What is bad about Bradworthy? 
 
3. What makes the neighbourhood a good place to live and work in? 
            
4. What pressures are affecting the parish now and in your opinion in the future? 
 
5. What needs to change? 

 
 

         Responses to the five questions produced a wide variety of statementsé 
 
You love the shops, doctorsô surgery and the community spirit. Bradworthy truly is a self-contained enterprising community. 
 
ñ Sense of community. Shops/Doctors/Garage/Pub etc ï its all here!  Tranquillity + beautiful countryside. ñ        
 
So that is what the NP needs to conserve. 
 
The negatives are highlighted by lack of public transport, state of the roads, parking in the Square and lack of local jobs. You want housing that 
remains affordable and available for young and old locals. 
 
ñ Not enough local employment. Few opportunities for young people. Shocking road (potholes). Lack of public transport.ò       
 
These are areas for definite improvement.  
 
 Age seemed to be an issue for some in both extremes. 
 
ñ Too many elderly people and not enough for teenagers.ò 
 
ñ Provision of more social housing for 55 +.ò 
 
Responses highlighted that the main pressures on the Parish were overdevelopment, jobs, parking, transport and housing. 
 
ñ To keep a friendly feel to the village i.e. basically keep it as a village. Housing expansion needs to be kept to a minimum otherwise our village 
will lose its identity and start changing towards being a town.ò 
 
ñ A village as England used to be.ò 
 
Friendliness is what makes the village a good place to live. The community spirit that Bradworthy possesses is paramount to how it works, 
together as one in good times and bad. 
 
ñ Friendliness and security. I feel safe here.ò 
 
ñ I have been told by many visitors that they could not believe that a place like Bradworthy and the surrounding area still existed. That speaks 
for itself.ò 
 

 
 

 

                                           



 

 

                             
                         So what needs to change? 
 

 
ñ Nothing - Keep the village as it is.ò  Thatôs what the majority said. 
 
ñ Too much change will spoil the village, then it will be too late to change back.ò 
 
ñ Yes move with the times but do not lose sight of what is perfect for this Village.ò 
 
 Butééchange does need to happen. It is already happening and with speed. Nothing stands still, static, not even in Bradworthy.                

 
 
                    Is a Neighbourhood Plan worth having?  

 
                                                        Will it make a difference?    Will we be listened to? 
 
Neighbourhood planning is about influence. These plans help local communities develop policies that govern planning matters,  
 
identifying the communityôs needs and priorities. In simple terms what you want and where. It is a unique process to deliver a legally binding   
 
document that planners, developers and ordinary folks, even someone wanting a house extension must consider. Community planning reflects  
 
the communityôs aspirations whether it is where housing development is in the village or a community woodland in the Parish to walk in, a new  
 
surgery or housing for the over 55s.  
 
It is not about halting change, it canôt,  but it IS about listening to the people in the Parish to initiate changes that are positive and unique to  
 
Bradworthy. 
 
 
Five questions began the process. Five questions allowed the steering group to dig deeper by then asking more  in a long questionnaire so  
 
that parishioners could explain their wants, desires and ambitions for their village.  
 
 
Bradworthy has always had its Parishioners at its core. 84%  felt that a NP was very important for Bradworthyôs future. Those Parishioners, are  
 
what can make it a place that embraces change because they have had a say in what, how and where it happens. 
 
                                      
                                                   Q2.  HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU THINK IT IS FOR BRADWORTHY  
                                                  TO HAVE A NEIGHOURHOOD PLAN FOR THE NEXT 15-20 YEARS? 
 

                                     Very important = 51%        

                                     Important = 34%    

                                     Somewhat important = 13%    

                                     Not important = 2% 

 

                                             

 

 



 

 

 

                          The full Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaireééé.. 

 
LISTENING to the community. 
 
A Neighbourhood Plan should reflect the needs of the community. Gathering opinions, ideas and the views of the people who live in  
 
Bradworthy Parish was essential. For this reason in 2016 a Questionnaire was compiled by the Steering Group and delivered to each of the  
 
448 households. The Questionnaire was completed by 250 households and the results were collated by Maria Bailey Planning. The original 
questionnaire, the results and a summary for each area can be viewed at www.bradworthy.org 
 
 
What did the community say? éé.. a summaryééé. 
 
 
The responses in the questionnaires showed that parishioners want to ensure Bradworthy continues to be a friendly, welcoming, helpful  
 
community where all ages can feel safe and supported.  
 
People are aware of the importance of helping all residents to enjoy educational, social, cultural, sporting, leisure, business and employment  
 
opportunities, realising that developing and supporting these areas is an essential way forward to building and sustaining a strong, healthy  
 
community for future generations. 
 
The rural nature is an essential part of the parish. People recognised that green spaces, woodland, moors, hedgerows and water courses all  
 
need to be protected. 
 
The community also supported a gradual growth in small residential developments which used renewable energy supplies, included houses of  
 
varied size and price so as to support all ages, needs and incomes, creating an appropriate level of housing to meet local needs. 

 
 
 

      Q1. THINKING OF ALL ASPECTS OF LIVING IN THE VILLAGE -  
      HOW SATISFIED OR DISSATISFIED ARE YOU WITH LIVING 
      IN THE VILLAGE? 
                      
                               Very satisfied = 56%   
     
                                Satisfied = 43%   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                           Millennium  garden next to the football pitch                                   Bradworthy Inn and the church 
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                          TIMELINE of the Bradworthy Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

                 
August 2015 - Following discussions between BPC and TDC about setting up a NP, a public meeting was held with guest speaker, Martin 
Parkes from ñDevon Communities Togetherò. 
 
October 2015 - BPC, the only ones who could make the decision, voted to create a NP for the ñGrowth and well being of the Parishò to 
address future needs. 
 
9th November 2015 - At a public meeting, a Steering Group was formed to take the project forward:- Allan Grubb and Lee Holloway (BPC); 
Sarah Payne and Margaret Coles (Community Land Trust); and Margaret Millman and Jeremy Dickson (parishioners). 
An application was made to the TDC Local Planning Authority for Designation of a N/P Area ï this to be the complete parish of Bradworthy. 
 
3rd March 2016 - TDC confirmed N/P Designation 
 
April 2016 - Grant funding applied for. A total of £8000 was made available to create a plan, in a maximum of 4 instalments. 
An Interactive Display created & the Steering Group shared ideas at BPC Annual event. 
An Introduction to the NP and 5 Preliminary Questions encouraging personal responses were sent to all 500 households and 18% responded.  
 
May ð July 2016 - Regular Steering Group meetings took place and joined by more parishioners (Jill Pike, Daphne Nicholls, Keith Tomlin, Sue 
Cottam, Jon Cleave, John Sanders, Sheila Wright.) Detailed Questionnaires prepared. Planning Consultants Maria Bailey Planning Ltd (MBP) 
employed to assist with analysis and formulation of policies. 
 
August ð September 2016 - Questionnaires distributed to all households in the parish.  
 
October 2016 - 50% of Questionnaires completed, read by Steering Group members and sent to MBP for analysis.  
 
January ð March 2017 - Results discussed, clarified, recorded, summarised and changed into pie charts and bar charts with percentages 
added to make the documents easier to read. Website created to share results with Bradworthy Parish - www.bradworthy.org 
 
March 2017 onwards - Public consultation in the form of a display and presence of Steering Committee members. Policies written in draft 
form and submitted to TDC for first response. 
 
November 2017 onwards - Whilst awaiting results of TDC Local Plan to be finalised, Bradworthy NP continued to be developed and written 
using the comments, advice and feedback given by TDC and parishioners. 
 
April 2018 onwards - Draft policy documents shared in display form and attendance of Steering Committee members at the annual parish 
event. Draft policies then displayed in the hall entrance for viewing by the public and added to the Home Page of the website. 
 
Summer 2018 - First draft of Bradworthy NP prepared prior to submission to TDC 
 
 

                                                                              òAll roads lead to Bradõryó is a popular local sayingéé. 

 
                        How have the Policies for Bradworthy been formed? 
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